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Deutsche Gesellschaft zur Férderung der Unterwasserarchaologie e.V. (DEGUWA)
German Society for the Promotion of Underwater Archaeology)

in cooperation with

LEPL "Adjara Museum*

of Ralph Kunz - visit to Batumi from3 to 5
and planning with the supporting program and

2025
in Batumi, Georgia
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DEGUWA + ,,LEPL - Ajara Museum — Batumi* - Georgia
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Our conference is hosted by the

IPR-XXXI—,,V — Int. Conference — Museum + Globalisation*, Batumi
September 2025

LEPL - Ajara Museum

Teona Zoidze
Director of LEPL Ajara Museum
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IPR-XXXI - 2026 Batumi, Georgia — CALL FOR PAPER
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IPR-XXXI - Georgia — Script / ym®xos— 8Gogdo
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IPR-XXXI1 — Georgia - Topography
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IPR-XXXI — Early 20th Century — Batumi, Georgia

= At the beginning of the 20th century, Batumi and the entire southwestern
region of Georgia were among the most economically advanced areas.

= As a major urban center with its first-class port, Batumi played a leading
role in the transit trade of the Caucasus and Central Asia.
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IPR-XXX1 — DEGUWA Conference — 2026 — Batumi, Georgia
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Deutsche Gesellschaft zur Férderung der Unterwasserarchaologie e.V.

IPR-XXXI - Georgian history

=
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IPR-XXXI1 — The Economic Development of Batumi, Georgia

= As early as the 1870s, Batumi was an important export port for wool,
cotton, timber, silkworm cocoons, and manganese.

= Since 1883, the city has also been a significant transshipment point for
petroleum, following its connection to the Poti—Baku railway line.

Batumi Nobel Brothers Tochnological Musaum

- The Georgian railway and a pipeline bring crude oil and petroleum products from
Baku, Azerbaijan, on the Caspian Sea.
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IPR-XXXI — ,,Batumi Nobel Brothers Technological Museum”, Georgia
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IPR-XXXI - Present-day Batumi, Georgia
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IPR-XXXI - History and the present merge - Batumi, Georgien

IPR-XXXI - The ,,Museum of Religion “ Batumi, Georgia
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IPR-XXX1 — amazing historic buildings in Batumi, Georgia
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IPR-XXXI - and further growth is planned in Batumi, Georgia
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DEGUWA — IPR—XXXI - Supporting program and excursion destinations
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IPR-XXXI — Climate in May in Batumi, Georgien

D i und -niederschlige fir Batumi
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Mittl. Tagesmax. (°C) 11,3 11,4 13,6 16,
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program and excursion destinations

The current plan is for a 3-day program:
(4,5t and 6 May)

MONDAY NAS course — with an archaeological dive (near to Gonio)

TUESDAY NortH route — visiting archaeological sites - |
(Petra-Fort, Vani-Museum, Kutaisi-Museum, Bagrati Cathedral and Geguti Palace)

WEDNESDAY East route — Visiting archaeological sites - 11

(Gonio-Apsarus-Fort, Borjgalo ethnographical Museum, Makhuntseti Medieval
bridge and fall, Keda Historical Museum and Skhalta cathedral)
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Sunken Island of Gonio and Prospects
Multidisciplinary Underwater Research in Georgia

.. this will further increase the interest in underwater
archaeology. The exposition will be the first precedent for
our reality. The fact that a catalogue relating to the expo-
sition (A. Kakhidze, M. Khalvashi, 2022) has already been
prepared is also noteworthy.”

Until 2019, before the implementation

of our project, even more information related to
underwater discoveries had accumulated, among which
one of the most notable for us was a discovery

of a pitcher and various types of ceramics in a couple of
kilometres from Gonio, namely at a depth of about 7-8 m.

NIKOLOZ TUSHABRAMISHVILI
llia State University, Centre for Paleoenvironment Reconstruction and
Archaeological Researches at Ilia State University Thilisi 0162 Georgia,
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program and excursion destinations

TUESDAY NorTH route — visiting archaeological sites - |

(Petra-Fort, Vani-Museum, Kutaisi-Museum, Bagrati Cathedral and Geguti Palace)

Georgien

IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — TUESDAY - 5t May
=NortH route — visiting archaeological sites — |

Petra-Tsikhisdziri Fort

A weathered monument perched atop a
rugged, rocky hill in the village of Tsikhisdziri, ; =
Petra Fortress occupies an important place in
Georgian and Byzantine history.

Located about 23 kilometres from Batumi,
Petra was once an impregnable citadel
connecting western Georgia with the
Byzantine provinces and dominating the
eastern coast of the Black Sea.

Today, although in ruins, it offers a fascinating
portal into a rich past that spans Europe and
Central Asia.
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — TUESDAY - 5t May
=NortH route — visiting archaeological sites — |

Petra-Tsikhisdziri Fort
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DEGUWA

IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — TUESDAY - 5t May
=NortH route — visiting archaeological sites — |

Petra-Tsikhisdziri Fort
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — TUESDAY - 5t May
<NortH route — visiting archaeological sites — |

Petra-Tsikhisdziri Fort
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — TUESDAY - 5t May
<NortH route — visiting archaeological sites — |

Vani Archaeological Museum

Located in the Imereti region, near the Vani
archaeological site.

It was founded on September 25, 1985, on
the initiative of Academician Otar Lortkipanidze,
the head of the Vani Archaeological Expedition.

The material preserved in the Vani Museum
dates to 800 BCE-100 CE. Unique samples of
gold, silver, bronze wares, numismatics
and more are kept here.
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DEGUWA

IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — TUESDAY - 51" May
<NorTH route — visiting archaeological sites — |

Kutaisi State Historical Museum

Established in 1921 in the former National Bank
building, contains more than 200,000 artifacts
displaying the archaeological, numismatic,
palaeographical, ethnographical and
spiritual heritage of Georgia.

Artefacts date from between the 9th Century BC,
to the late Medieval period, artefacts from across
Georgian, Roman, Byzantine history, including
manuscripts, items of jewellery, pottery, leather,
textiles and woodwork.

Of particular interest is the Gold Treasury Hall,
displaying many religious gold pieces, removed
from the Bagratri cathedral.

IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — TUESDAY - 5t" May
=NortH route — visiting archaeological sites — |

Bagrati cathedral

Dormition of the Most Holy Mother of God is an
11th-century cathedral built in Kutaisi, Georgia

01.02.2026
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — TUESDAY - 5t May
=NortH route — visiting archaeological sites — |

Geguti palace

The Royal Palace of Geguti was a Georgian royal
palace active during the Middle Ages.

Currently only ruins remain at the eponymous
village, 7 km south of the city of Kutaisi.
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — 11

Gonio-Apsarus Fort

Located at municipality of Khelvachauri, in the
Autonomous Republic of Ajara.

This typical Roman shape fort was occupied by
auxiliary cohorts and legionary troops
since 1st century to 4th century AD.

There are remains of Roman, Byzantine and

Ottoman period architectural ruins, exhibition
halls and several historical attractions.
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — I1

Gonio-Apsarus Fort
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program and excursion destinations

WEDNESDAY East route — Visiting archaeological sites - 11
(Gonio-Apsarus-Fort, Borjgalo ethnographical Museum, Makhuntseti Medieval
bridge and fall, Keda Historical Museum and Skhalta cathedral)
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — I1

Gonio-Apsarus Fort
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — 11

Gonio-Apsarus Fort
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — 11

Gonio-Apsarus Fort
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — I1

Borjgalo ethnographical Museum

The Museum is located about 2 km away from Batumi
covering 3000 m? with suitable infrastructure,
greenery and pedestrian paths.

62 mannequins representing the life and
traditions of local people including workman-
ship, industrial farming, woodcarving,
residential or industrial buildings and

11 meters high waterfall with the forest cover.

Ethnographic museum is the first private museum
in Georgia and presented domain, sculpture or
houses are created by only one person, Kemal
Turmanidze because of his dedication and hard work
for decades.
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — 11

Makhuntseti Medieval bridge and fall

High Medieval period arch bridge (length: 24 m;
width 2-2.5 m; height above the water level 6 m)
located at the village of Makhuntseti, Keda
municipality.

Natural rocks of different heights are used as piers.
Local market with all traditional food and drinks and

souvenirs along the route to the waterfall to the
distance of 50 m.
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IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — 11

Skhalta cathedral

Dating from the mid-13* century. It is a large
hall church design, with fragments of the 14%
or 15% century Palaiologan-style wall painting.

IPR-XXXI - Supporting program — WEDNESDAY - 5" May
= East route — visiting archaeological sites — 11

Keda Historical Museum

Showcasing the Keda region’s history through
archaeological finds (tools, coins), geological
samples, local art, and ethnographic items.
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DEGUWA — IPR—XXXI — Conference program
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IPR-XXXI - The ,,Art Museum* Batumi, Georgia

IPR-XXXI - 2026 Batumi, Georgia — REGISTRATION

Thursday,-7-May-20260

Registration-of-participants-(from-09:30-am)c

4+

State-ArtMuseum-of-Adjara¥]
+ 8 Zurab-Gorgiladze St, Batumi 6000, Georgia¥

https://ajaramuseums.gea

a
): pation-in-the p l = Yes[Jo| = No»[[Jo
Conferenceroom  —  State:Art-Museum{ground-floor){ o
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IPR-XXXI - The ,,Art Museum* Batumi, Georgia
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IPR-XXXI - The ,,KHARITON AKHVLEDIANI MUSEUM OF AJARA*, Georgia
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IPR-XXXI - The ,,KHARITON AKHVLEDIANI MUSEUM OF AJARA®, Georgia

IPR-XXXI — The ,,KHARITON AKHVLEDIANI MUSEUM OF AJARA*, Georgia
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IPR-XXXI - The ,,Amiran Kakhidze Ajara Archaeological Museum* Batumi
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IPR-XXXI - The ,,Amiran Kakhidze Ajara Archaeological Museum* Batumi
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IPR-XXXI - The ,,Museum of Religion “ Batumi, Georgien
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IPR-XXXI — Conference ,,Schota-Rustaweli-Universitat*

59

IPR-XXXI - The ,,Museum of Religion “ Batumi, Georgien
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IPR-XXXI — Conference — ,,Schota-Rustaweli-Universitat*
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IPR-XXXI - Hotels and accommodation in Batumi, Georgia
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IPR-XXXI - Hotels and accommodation in Batumi, Georgia
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IPR-XXXI - Hotels and accommodation in Batumi, Georgia

IPR-XXXI - Hotels and Accomondation in Batumi, Georgia
o
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IPR-XXXI - Hotels und Unterktnfte in Batumi, Georgien
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IPR-XXXI — alternative Hotels and accommodation in Batumi, Georgia

Please direct all enquiries regarding accommodation and
hotel bookings to Emzar Kakhidze (e.kakhidze@gmail.com)
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IPR-XXXI — Information about travelling, food, currency and telephones

Arrival
= Entry requires a passport — no visa is required (Germany)

= Participants from abroad will probably arrive by plane, whereby those
coming from Germany will have to change planes in Istanbul

= Batumi Airport is located directly at the city and can be
reached quickly by taxi or city bus (10 or 10A)

= Travelling by train or car is rather the exception, as traffic in Batumi
is “slightly chaotic”
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IPR-XXXI - General information on arrival — car (as outward and return journey)

Deutschland
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Ukraine|
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IPR-XXXI - General information about arrival - FLIGHT
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IPR-XXXI1 — Information about travelling, food, currency and telephones

Currency
< The valid currency is the ‘LARI’ — exchange rate - 1 euro = 3 lari

= The local currency can be exchanged at the airport, in banks
and at any of the many exchange offices in the streets

= The exchangerates are slightly different, but not significantly,
the rates at banks and at the airport are worse
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IPR-XXXI — Exchange offices (everywhere)

IPR-XXXI - Information about travelling, food, currency and telephones

- Food

34 Lari = 11 Euro - OK
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IPR-XXXI - Information about travelling, food, currency and telephones IPR-XXXI — Telephon

Telephone
= Batumi is equipped with a modern 5G mobile network.

Free Wi-Fi access is also available at the airport and in hotels.

As Georgia is outside the EU, German contracts for telephone use
and data traffic are not recommended (expensive).

At the airport, you can purchase SIM cards for the mobile 5G network.
at reasonable prices with unlimited data volume (approx. 15 euros).
you can then make calls via Wi-Fi or with a different number

AL HTERET PACEAGE TIOAMER®
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Further information:

www.deguwa.org

or if you have any further questions, you are
welcome to send me an email

ipr@deguwa.org

or

ralph.kunz@deguwa.org

I look forward to seeing you all again in Batumi @

13



